
MIDTERM Conference SunSe- Heerlen

WOENSDAG 17 juni WELCOME IN HEERLEN!

13.00-14.00 Lecture Jol Stoffers- Employability & Social Innovation in (Eu)region

Introduction of Neimed, the regional socio-economic Knowledge Institute; and a brief introduction of 

one of the Neimed research lines: Employability in a regional labor market .

Prof. dr. Jol Stoffers, is the Scientific Director of Neimed and full professor, head of the Research Centre 

for Employability (Human Capital, HRM, Labor Market) at Zuyd University of Applied Sciences in the 

Netherlands. Next to that, he is full professor by special appointment in Employability at the Faculty of 

Management, Open University of the Netherlands and research fellow at the Research Centre for 

Education and Labor Market (ROA) of Maastricht University.

DONDERDAG 18 JUNI BROOKERDAY

10.30-11.30 Lecture Maja Rocak - Social Capital in Shrinking Cities

This research is a PhD study investigating  the impact of urban shrinkage on social capital and the role 

of digital media in this situation.Social capital in a shrinking city as relevant and often neglected in the 

discussion on urban shrinkage. A trend of urban shrinkage is getting more prominent in many European 

cities. It is seen as relevant future development which will have potential impact on the social capital in 

a shrinking area. Prevailing research on this point have paid insufficient attention to this particular 

phenomenon. Moreover, due to contemporary technological developments in societythe role of digital 

media in this context is recognised as worth of investigation.

The proposed study will engages with current theory of urban shrinkage, social capital and digital 

media. Three case studies will be studied by employing mixed methods approach and data collection 

from various sources. This study aims to add a new dimension to the discussion of urban shrinkage by 

analyzing the impact it has on social capital.  

Q&A

13.30-14.30 Brooker do's&don'ts:  a tour with Jos Reinders



 A Brooker is an independent, neutral person and with a threefold role:

- supporting citizens' initiatives in their growth and development;

- engagement marketing (encouraging citizens to come up with ideas)

- sharing knowledge such as organizing thematic meetings and workshops. 

Initiatives are facilitated by the Brooker. The Brooker provides information, inspiration and connection 

between initiatives, residents, city council and other parties, that are necessary for the development of 

an initiative. This way meetings and -either direct or indirect- intercommunication are promoted which 

in turn leads to the sharing of good ideas, inspiration and new plans. The Brooker connects and 

activates residents and entrepreneurs who feel involved with these places and want to contribute 

themselves. In short, it is about inspiring others, which creates support, movement and involvement.

Q&A

15.00-16.30 Brooker Jop (Citylab Heerlen) + Initiatives

Brooker Jos explained the do's and don't of Brookership. Our City-lab Brooker Jop will explain more 

about his work, especially about Engagementmarketing. Engagement marketing is a main pillar of the 

Gebrookerbos-method: making connections, setting up long-term cooperations and igniting that 

“spark” that lets people get inspired by each other, enables them to find each other better and enables 

them to learn from each other.

This happens on several levels: micro (citizen to citizen), meso (citizen to government and vice versa) 

and on macro-level (government, both regional and national and European partners).

Engagement marketing will be integrated into the citylab’s working method. This also puts our task 

within the Sunse project into practice.

Together with Jop, two Social Entrepreneurs will tell their story, and their motivation to make the city 

even better. 

Q&A

VRIJDAG 19 JUNI FUTURE

10.30-11.30 Chamber of Commerce, Ger Smith and Marcel van Kasteren



Consultation is the core task of the StartersCentrum. Do you have questions about starting your own 

business? Or do you want to discuss your business idea, concept or business plan? Sparring about your 

entrepreneurial skills? Our experienced business consultants can help you!

Marcel van Kasteren will give a short lecture about Social entrepreneurship from a social welfare 

perspective: the advantages of part time entrepreneurship for municipalities

12.00 -13.00 Lecture Prof Dr Ir Joop de Kraker (J.), Maastricht University: About Urban Labs

Joop de Kraker is professor of Sustainability Assessment at ICIS, Maastricht University. His focus in this 

field is on participatory assessment tools and on learning as joint knowledge production. He is a major 

contributor to the Sustainability Assessment courses in the MSc program Sustainability Science and 

Policy. He is also initiator, principal investigator and/or supervisor of several research projects on 

sustainable urban development, including Urban Living Labs. His original background is in agro-

ecological systems analysis, modelling and decision support.

Expertise

- Methods and tools for participatory sustainability assessment

- Experimenting and learning in urban living labs

- Technology-enhanced and social learning for sustainable development

- Urban greening and urban farming

- Ecosystem services assessment

- Environmental and ecological systems analysis and modelling

14.00- 15.00 Lecture dr. M.A. (Marco) Bontje, Assistent Professor, University of Amsterdam: Research Bright Future 

Bright future for black towns: reinventing European industrial towns and challenging dominant post-

industrial discourses

Project objective is to develop place-specific strategies for industrial towns in Europe by respecting their 

strengths, needs and expectations. We are interested in assets and strengths of case studies leading to 

new social innovations and enabling small towns to adapt, to be resilient, and to be sustainable. Those 

innovations are the key project outcome and streamlining them into planning practice is important. The 

project affects small towns that are trying to adapt to urban change by understanding of how cities 

dependent on manufacturing can thrive in the future and by understanding their economic, cultural and 

social dynamics. Research has a strong trans-disciplinary focus involving non-academic participants.

Q&A



Links

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jolstoffers/

www.neimed.nl

https://www.linkedin.com/in/majarocaka45a612a/

https://www.neimed.nl/nl/publicatie/experience-shrinkage

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jos-reinders-79135521/
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https://www.facebook.com/GebrookerbosHeerlen/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jop-vermeesch-54a14934/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKHRkpoq-y8

https://www.linkedin.com/in/marcelvankasteren/
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https://www.starterscentrum.nl/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/joop-de-kraker-b0b05110/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/marcobontje/

https://jpi-urbaneurope.eu/project/bright-future/

https://www.neimed.nl/sites/neimed.nl/files/documents/Synthesisr

eport_FINAL_gecomprimeerd.pdf
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