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What is the Support Network for Social 
Entrepreneurs?

SuNSE is an exciting and ambitious 3-year project, 
aiming to support, nurture and grow social 
entrepreneurship across North West Europe. Our 
partnership is made up of 9 organisations, from 8 
countries, representing a diverse range of economies 
and geographies. 

The project will develop a network of social 
entrepreneurship hubs across Europe. The hubs will 
support ambitious individuals to establish locally-based 
social businesses, which will not only create career 
opportunities for themselves, but will help regenerate 
areas experiencing market failures, through job 
creation and delivery of products and services vital for 
community resilience.

SuNSE will test and trial different approaches to 
delivering support to social entrepreneurs (such 
as virtual delivery, pop-up shops, semi-permanent 
spaces and peer networking) utilising the transnational 
expertise across the partnership. The aim is to create 
flexible support models, which are replicable in 
approach, but also responsive to the needs of individual 
communities and local economies. 

Why is Social Business Important? 

Social businesses trade like any other business, but 
at their core they have a social purpose and reinvest 
profits to deliver social, community or environmental 
benefits. 

Each of the partner regions represent varied socio-
economic landscapes; from urban areas in the city 
of Heerlen, to the sparsely populated Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland. Despite these diversities, 
the regions share key challenges, presented by the 
remoteness of their communities, including; limited 
access to stable full-time employment, lack of key 
service provision and the outmigration of both young 
and highly skilled individuals.

As a result, the areas experience limited 
entrepreneurship, fewer business start-ups and low 
levels of regeneration. 
SuNSE will draw upon these collective challenges, 
using a collaborative approach, to foster community 
development and help re-establish vibrant, confident 
and resilient communities, building an entrepreneurial 
mindset and culture, at a local level.

WHO WE ARE 

Partner 1 - Acting as Lead Partner for SuNSE, we 
are Highlands and Islands Enterprise, an ambitious 
organisation with a unique remit from the Scottish 
Government that integrates economic and 
community development.

Partner 2 - Situated at the centre of the South Wales 
valleys, we are Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 
Council, a unitary authority with around 63,000 
residents across our 55 square miles.

Partner 3 - We are the Centre of Innovation, 
Imagination and Inspiration (I3Centre), located in the 
Faculty of Business at the University of Greenwich, 
England.

Partner 4 - We are Lisburn and Castlereagh City 
Council. We are a local authority, in rural Northern 
Ireland, serving a population of c. 139,000.

Partner 5 – We are HKU University of the Arts Utrecht, 
one of the largest educational institutions for the arts, 
culture and media in the Netherlands

Partner 6 – We are South East Business Information 
Centre established in 1995, we are a specialist 
provider in the Irish Government’s portfolio of 
support to indigenous industry, supported by the 
Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

Partner 7 – We are the City of Louvigné du Désert, 
a rural municipality in Brittany, which implements 
a strong voluntarist policy in terms of regeneration 
of its territory, to increase the attractiveness of 
the region and reverse the demographic trend of 
depopulation.

Partner 8 - We are the Community Council of Heerlen, 
which is a former coal mining region located in a 
disadvantaged area of the Netherlands.

Partner 9 – We are Ecotransfaire, a social impact 
company, active in the Greater Region (Luxembourg, 
France, Germany, Belgium). We specialise in project 
engineering, for sustainable development and energy 
transition.
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